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ships and 80 followers. Disguised as pilgrims, with their
swords concealed by their cloaks, they obtained admission to
the Priory. Then, casting off their cloaks they drew their
swords and expelled the monks and the garrison. For twenty-
six weeks this small company withstood the local levies under
the sheriff, Sir John Arundcll, who was killed in an assault on
the steps. The king sent reinforcements and at last famine
forced Oxford to surrender in February, 1473* Attain, in
1497, the island was taken by surprise. Perk in Warbeck, Pre-
tender to the English crown, landed with 130 men from Ireland*
He proclaimed himself king as Richard IV and, leaving his wife
to guard the Mount, crossed to the mainland where he was
joined by a considerable force. Defeated at Exeter, Warbeek
fled to sanctuary at Heaulieu and later yielded to the king's
mercy. The Mount was given up without any fighting and
Warbcck's wife went to Henry VU's court where, after her
first husband's execution^ she married successively three other
husbands,

After the dissolution of the monasteries the island was
placed in charge of a Captain on the Mount appointed by the
king. The first of these Captains, Humphrey Anmdell, threw
in his lot with the Cornish rebels in 1549 and was executed at
Tyburn, By the seventeenth century the greater part of the
monastic buildings had been cleared away in order to strength-
en the defences of the castle* In the Civil War Sir Francis
Bassett held the Mount for the King until 1646, when he heard
of the king's surrender at Newark, Parliament then appointed
Colonel St. Aubyn to the command of the Mount, which has
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